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Entertainment Editor
ike a lot of guitarists gro up
I in the ‘GOagl'lll‘en‘y Bradlv:l?gwas
t inspired to play a six-string
by the likes of Eric Clapton and Jimmy
Page, It was the heyday of rock and roll
guitar and for a 12-year-old Bradley, a
time that supported his ambition fo play
and teach guitar.
*There was a lot of good music at the
time. The guitar was just beconiing real-
- ly popular. That's when you ___ ,

ultarist Terry
Bradley will perform an in- «
 store show at Mattingly’s =
| Music and Books from
| noon to 2 p.m. on 1
| He will also sign coples of

his CDs, The Masters '

_ Photo by Michael
Swanger/Dally News

could make a living giving guitar
lessons. It was crazy,” said the Newton
native. *From 1960 to 1971, the guitar
was the king, Everybody played it, it was

Jjust something you did
Bradley's small p ica] stature kept
him off the sports fields and his shy per-

sonality kept him in his bedroom., It was
there, in his comfort zone, that Bradley
pursued his passion for the guitar.

“It fit my pérsonality to sit in my room
and play all day, sometimes most of the
night,” noted the 47-year-old axe
mar.

RAISED BY parents who
encouraged to play music,
Bradley's n 1 ability, com-
bined with & discipline to prac-
tice, allowed him to begin
teaching at the
~ tender age of 12.
: By the time
he was in
high school
< was
Jlaying
n local
bands,
per -
form-
ing at

tarist has had a longtime love affair with classical music

school dances and VFW halls.

“It was almost like second nature, By
late junior high school I could copy
almost any lick Clapton was playing. |
can't now because I haven't done it for
so long," said Bradley. “But rock and roll

~ad casy.

= sy, it became boring. Bradley's
= I lusfasm for the gulitar, however,
| Ue radically heightened and forev-
: changed when he stumbled across a
-zording by Christopher Parkening, one
ui the world's pre-eminent classical gui-

tar virtuosos.

“It was like an epiphany," mused
Rradley. *I had never heard anything

+2 that before, I was so blown away by
11+ guy I thought ‘T've been wasting a
10t oi time, because that's real music.”

THE FIRST THING Bradley did was
buy one of Parkening's instruction
books.

“I almost had to re-learn the guitar,
but it was what I had to do," said
Bradley who taught himself how to play
fingerstyle, how to sit properly, and how
to play a melody with accompaniment
notes at the same time.

By 1973, Bradley had made a com-
plete transition to classical guitar, he
sald, That year he also began running
his own dry cleaning opera-
tion by day and continued
teaching guitar to stu-

dents by night.
‘lot much has
iged over the years
or Bradley, He still
. uns his own dry clean-
1g business in Pleasant
i1l and currently
t2arhes approximately
ght students.
wuve teaching, hate
performing,” said

Michael Swanger/Dalily News
ferry Bradley works on a classical song.

Bradley. “I don't like being looked at or
having people say ‘wow, you're awe-
some.' Those types of things'really bug
me and I've never been able to deal with
that."

Bradley’s performance anxiety as a
solo artist kept him from playing on his
own in the public eye, but It didn't stop
him from playing,

From the mid '80s until 1992,
Bradley was playing or rehearsing an
average of 20 nights per month with the
Des Moines, Waterloo and Fort Dodge
symphonies, as well as those with Cen-
tral, Grinnell and Simpson colleges.

“IT WAS A tremendous experience, [
got to play with Doe Severinsen and
Patti Page — everybody I admired, but

“y3leally I was ready to Implode,” said
biadley. “That was my one taste of
burning up the road, but I needed a
break."

During that time period, Bradley also
re-visited his rock and roll roots when
he helped create the local K-Rocks
shows in 1989,

Bradley/ See Page 4B
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ractice at home,

f;eatcu.t::nlx;g;:ehowever. became “RIGHT AFTER | was fin
: i ish

That's a joy to me," he said. R Ly

Ve to see talent molded, | love
e¢ people blossom and

learn

really want to play. That's

reception while main-
ling his chops through hours
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which in turn whetted hije
appetite to pursue his passion t-
record an album of solo, Instry
mental, classical guitar number .

Play a wedding or

to make another one,"” sa*
Bradley of his latest CD, ¢
Dream With Me: Reflection.,
Guitar, another Independc,

grow
an instrument that

forming live as a solo ari
Bradley said he jsn't coneer
Wwith taking the traditional re
of playing glgs to promote
album, His approach s mi
more subtle,
%) o HkT to make the disc,
You, let you play It and |f
like 1t fine, and if you don't, i
bless your heart, that's OK.," &
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‘Bradiey has released two albums,
Including The Masters Voice (2000) and Come Dream With Me:
Reflections for Guitar (2001). Both independent efforts, which were
recorded and produced in Newton, are available on CD and cassette
at local stores. Bradley is cu working on a third album.

i

*m'ng live as a solo artist,

dley said he isn't concerned

«ith taking the traditional route
f playing gigs to promote the
'bum. His approach is much
re subtle.

" like to make the disc, glve it

you, let you play it and if you

ke it fine, and if you don't, well
bless your heart, that's OK," said
Bradley.

Bradley said he knows it's a
daunting task to sell classical
guitar music in a pop-influenced
world, but he remains dedicated
to the music he loves and vows
to never stop playing it.

“It strikes a responsive chord

=

with me. It's a more exalted form

ream With Me

“There's no pyrotechnics ol ents. One listen to the album
the dise," laughed Bradley. “It'S. and it's easy to see why he does-
pretty laid back.” | n't need to recruit students -

- Oome Dream With Me is also a! rightfully so, they seek him.

shining example of Bradley's tal- = Noting his discomfort for per-

of music than rock,” he noted,
“Now I sound like a snob," he
quipped.
Perhaps the only guitarist in
town who can speak about Clap-

nd Leo Brouwer or Lau-
*~ de Almeida with the same
of interest and enthusiasm,
lley will find a way to get

»ple hooked on classical
nusic. For him, it's not just ear
candy, it's a way of life.

“I've listened to all kinds of
music, but my heart is with clas-
sical,” said Bradley.

With his heart already sold on
classical music, Bradley said he
also pays aftention to his ears,
which remind him to practice
everyday and to improve as a
player.

“There's a multitude of pieces
out there beyond me,” he admit-
ted. “I'm working on a piece now
that's wicked hard, but everyday
1 sit down and I get another mea-
sure. I'm growing as a player,
but I'm not trying to prove any-
thing to anybody, except me.” !




